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Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to November 1 this season contained a slightly 
larger proportion of Middling and higher White grades than a year earlier, according to the De- 
partment of Agriculture, Consumer and Marketing Service. The grade index was the lowest on 
record, Cotton stapling 1-3/32" was down sharply from a year ago. Most other staples, however, 
comprised larger proportions of this season's ginnings prior to November 1 than a year earlier. 
There was proportionately more cotton miking in the preferred categories than last season. 
Nearly 85 percent of total ginnings was in the 3.5 - 4.9 mike range compared with 77 percent a 
year ago. 


Cotton stapling 1-1/8" and longer comprised 11 percent of total ginnings prior to November 1 
this season compared with seven percent in these longer lengths in the corresponding period a 
year ago. Cotton in the lengths 1-3/32" and 1-1/16", combined, was equivalent to 67 percent of 
this season's ginnings against 76 percent last season. The staples one inch and 1-1/32" com- 
prised 11 percent of total ginnings, the same as a year ago. The lengths 31/32" and shorter 
were equivalent to 10 percent of ginnings prior to November 1 compared with seven percent a year 
ago. The average staple of upland cotton ginned through October 31 was 33.9 thirty-seconds 
inches against 34.1 thirty-seconds in the same period last season. 


Middling and higher White grades accounted for 22 percent of total upland ginnings through 
October 31 this season compared with 21 percent a year earlier. The percentage of ginnings in 
the White grades - 73 percent - was the smallest since 1965. The Light Spotted grades comprised 
24 percent of total ginnings prior to November 1, the largest percentage for any comparable pe- 
riod since 1966. The grade index of upland cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season was 
92.5 (Middling White=100), the lowest grade index for ginnings in any like period on record. 


The average mike reading of cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season was 4.5 against 4.6 in 
the corresponding period last season. Cotton in the 3.5 - 4.9 premium category was equivalent 
to 85 percent of total ginnings against 7/7 percent a year ago. The fiber strength of cotton 
ginned prior to November 1 averaged 86,000 pounds per square inch compared with 87,000 pounds a 
year ago. Cotton 90,000 pounds per square inch and stronger accounted for 25 percent of total 
ginnings against 27 percent last season. 


The supply of upland cotton to November 1 this season (carry-over plus ginnings) totaled 9.8 mil- 
lion bales compared with 12.1 million bales a year earlier. The staple distribution of this sea- 
son's supply indicates a moderate increase over a year earlier for the 1-1/16" length. Supplies 
of most other lengths were down rather sharply from a year ago. The largest decrease was in the 
1-3/32" length, which was down 1.4 million bales. This season's supply of Strict Low Middling 

to November 1 was down nearly 1.3 million bales from a year ago. Supplies of Middling and higher 
White grades were 0.4 million bales smaller than a year earlier. 


Cotton ginned prior to November 1 this season totaled 4,165,000 bales, according to the Bureau of 
the Census. This is the smallest volume of ginnings through October 31 since 1967 and compares 
with 5,783,000 bales ginned during the corresponding period last season. Rains and below-normal 
temperatures delayed maturity and harvesting during October and ginnings comprised only 40 per- 
cent of the indicated 1970 crop, the smallest proportion of cotton ginned prior to November 1 on 
record. 
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28. 


Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to November 1, 1970 with 1969 comparisons, by states 1/ 












Grade reductions 


Total reductions 
1970 1969 1970 1969 1970 1969 





State 






North Carolina 63 1aeU - - * - Boil 12.0 
South Carolina 14.5 occ OF . O.1 - 14.7 16.2 
Georgia 8.7 8.2 sia 0.8 - * 8.8 9.0 
Florida 14.8 12.1 ec OES - One 16.0 12.6 
Alabama 5.5 9.4 * * * * 535 9.4 
Mississippi eiO) 9.5 ur 0.6 Dag $ Vou 10. 1 
Tennessee LO eck . (o} ak . * 12.0 Woe 
Missouri FS vay, ~ - * < i8 ey 
Arkansas 3.4 4.8 Og 0.3 Oc = 3.6 Bel 
Louisiana ehyc Ted Q.2 0.4 * * 335 Woo 
Oklahoma 4.0 1.8 0.7 Oe, Or - 4.8 ReaD 
Texas 2.4 3.0 ete See * * B..6 6.4 
New Mexico 0.9 Ta - Ose Oct = 1.0 ple 
Arizona 4.1 1.4 Oe2 * 0.3 Ose 4.6 de. 
California S64 oat * * O.1 (0) al 3.8 2.2 
Other re O) eed. - - - - 1.0 ial 
United States 4.8 Date, Gee ) Oow s Deal Ge / 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
- Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple ns 








Grade October 1-31 Season through October 31 
coe 1969 1970 1969 | 1970 1969 1970 1969 | 1970 
Bales Bales Pct. Pct. Bales Bales Pet. Pet. 
i (10) 46 - 0.6 . 46 - 0.6 - 
2 (20) 479 478 Gay 8.1 489 478 6.6 8.1 
3 (30) 3,074 3,228 42.8 54,9 3,103 3,228 A250 | 54.9 
4 (40) 2,906 1,696 40.4 28.9 2,999 1, 696 40.6 28.9 
5 (50) 661 433 9.2 7.4 734 433 9.9 7.4 
6 (60) 24 22 OS 0.4 24 22 0.3 0.4 
7 (70) - 18 - 0.3 - 18 - 9.3 
8 (80) - - - - - - = - 
9 (90) - - - - - - - “ 
10 (00) - - - - - - 2 _ 
Total 7,190 5,875 20020 $100.9 7,395 5,875 100.0 100.0 
Staple 
1-1/4" & shorter (40) - - - - - - = be 
1-5/16" (42 ) - - - - - - - a 
1-3/8" (44) 6,323 4,707 57. o aoa) 6,518 4,707 Sp71-") 80.1 
1-7/16" (46) 867 1,168 12.1 19.9 877 1,168 11.9 .1 19,9 
1-172 % (48) - - - - - - - & 
Total 7,190 5,875 100.0) 300.6 7,395 5,875 (4100.0 100.0 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


